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Teacher requesting philanthropy grant: Jér JAAS 1 /
Date of Request: __— )\ 00" L1
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Teacher requesting philanthropy grant:
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“THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT ACTIVITY for
building knowledge for their eventual success in
reading is reading aloud to children,” stressed
Becoming a Nation of Readers, a 1985 report by the
Commission on Reading.

Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally
Appropriate Practices for Young Children (1998), a
joint position statement of the International Reading
Association (IRA) and NAEYC, echoes Wells (1985)
and Bus, van IJzendoorn, and Pellegrini (1995):
“The single most important activity for building these
understandings and skills essential for reading
success appears to be reading aloud to children.”

Preventing Reading Difficulfies in Young Children,
the 1998 report of the Committee on the Prevention
of Reading Difficulties in Young Children, recom-
mended three key practices to support language
and literacy development. The first calls for adult-
child shared book reading times that involve talking
about the book and other topics.

i's imporiant o read alovd to children of ol ages

Darry Koralek is editor of Young Chitdren, NAEYC's journal. This
article is based in part on 7%e Read Aloud Handbook (5th ed.) by
J. Trelease (New York: Penguin Putnam, 2001) and Much More
than the ABCs.: The Early Stages of Reading and Wiiting by J.A.
Schickedanz (Washington, DC: NAEYC, 1999). it was compiled for
Reading Is Fundamental (www.rif.org).

Illustrations © Diane Greenseid.

* Reading aloud presents books as sources of
pleasant, valuable, and exciting experiences. Chil-
dren who vaiue books are motivated to read on their
own.

« Reading aloud gives children background knowl-
edge, which helps them make sense of what they
see, hear, and read. The more adults read aloud to
children, the larger their vocabularies will grow and
the more they will know about the world and their
place in it.

* Reading aloud lets parents and teachers be role
models for reading. When children see adults ex-
cited about reading, they will catch their enthusiasm.

« Reading aloud can introduce books and types of
literature—poetry, short stories, biographies—
children might not discover on their own.

+ Reading aloud introduces the language of books,
which differs from language heard in daily conversa-
tions, on television, and in movies. Book language is
more descriptive and uses more formal grammatical
structures.

+ Reading aloud lets children use their imaginations
to explore people, places, times, and events beyond
their own experiences.



* Reading aloud gives children and adults something
to talk about. Talking supports the development of
reading and writing skills.

« Reading aloud supports the development of think-
ing skills as children and adults discuss books,

articles, and other texts they read together.
e Reading aloud is fun.

+ Reading aloud is important from
infancy through the high school
years. Families and teachers can
create and continue a tradition,
introduce and reinforce the pleasures of
reading, and, as children get older, set the stage for
meaningful conversations about numerous topics.

* Read aloud at a predictable, scheduled time that
fits with daily routines at home and school. And read
aloud spontaneously—when adults and children are
in the mood for a story.

« Families can increase read-aloud opportunities by
asking older siblings to read to younger ones;
teenage babysitters to read while caring for children;
and grandparents and other relatives and friends to
read during their visits. Teachers can do the same
using volunteers and other visitors to the classroom.

« Read aloud at home and in school and when
away from home or the classroom—-at the doc-
tor’s office, on the bus, while waiting in line,
outdoors, on a field trip.

Beuding aloud is move than saying words

+ Talk about what you are reading—before, during,

and after a read-aloud session. According to the

IRA/NAEYC position statement (1998), “It is the talk

that surrounds the storybock reading that gives it

power, helping children to bridge what is in the story
and their own lives.”

« Use the text to discuss real-life experi-

ences and issues. Stories and books
can be springboards to meaningful dis-

cussions about many different topics.

* Make the book come alive. Vary
your expressions and tone of voice
to fit the plot. Use a different voice
for each character. Pause when
appropriate to create suspense.

* Read for as long as children can pay attention.
Gradually read for longer periods of time as their
attention spans grow.

* Involve the listener in deciding what, when, and
how long to read. Invite active participation during
and after the reading.

« Follow up after reading a book. Offer materials for
art projects and dramatics. Look for more books by
the author or on the same topic. Plan an activity that
builds on what you have read.

References
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READ ALOUD so preschoolers can

« continue to associate reading with warm, pleasant
feelings; learn about words and language; and expand
listening skills.

« pay attention to the language of books and begin to
notice how it differs from spoken language.

« listen to the sounds in words and notice how some
are the same and some are different.

« build their vocabularies with words they understand
and can use.

+ gain background knowledge about a variety of topics.
« talk about the characters, settings, and plot and
relate them to their own lives.

+ learn more about print concepts, such as print is
spoken words written down, the letters in words are
written in a certain order, and written words are sepa-
rated by spaces.

* have fun!

{hoose books preschoslers Hhe

5

* Preschoolers feel good about their growing skills and
accomplishments. As they learn new concepts and
self-help skills, read stories with characters who are
having similar experiences.

* Preschoolers have good memories. Read stories with
simple plots children can retell in their own words (to
themselves, a stuffed animal, or a friend) and pattern
bocks with repetitive and predictable rhymes, phrases,
and story lines that let children participate.

« Preschoolers are building their listening skills and
attention spans. Read longer picture books and begin
to read chapter books that last for several sessions.

* Preschoolers are curious. Read information books on
topics of interest. Information books give facts and explana-
tions, and introduce new people, places, and things.

« Preschoolers know a lot about their own world. Read

books that let them use their knowledge to understand
new information and ideas.

* Preschoolers have vivid imaginations. Read folk tales
and books with animal characters that think and talk
like humans.

« Preschoolers are learning about the sounds of letters
and words (phonemic awareness). Read poems and
books with rhymes and alliteration.

Try these ideas

+ Use the tips for younger children that are also appro-
priate for preschoolers.

« Introduce the book: read the title, author, and illustra-
tor; look at the cover; talk about what the book might
be about; suggest things to look and listen for.

« Run your finger under the text; pause at the end of
sentences.

« Answer questions related to the book; save other
questions for later.

« Talk about the story during and after a read-aloud
session.

« Use information and reference books to answer
children’s questions.

« Ask children to look closely at the pictures to help
them understand the story and make predictions about
what might happen next.

+ Repeat interesting words and rhymes while reading a
book and at a later time.

» Pause and wait so children can say the word that
ends a repetitive or predictable phrase.

« Stop to ask thinking questions: “What might happen
next? Where did he go? Why did she do that?”

« Follow up on the story. Invite a child to talk, draw,
paint, or pretend to be one of the characters.

© Reading Is Fundamental, Inc. Reprinted with permission from
wwnw riforg.



READ ALOUD so kindergarteners and primary school
children can

« continue to associate reading with warm, pleasant
feelings; learn about words and language; build
listening skills; expand vocabularies; talk about the
characters, settings, and plot then relate them to their
own lives; gain knowledge about a variety of topics.

« gain exposure to a variety of writing styles and
structures.

« explore social and moral issues and behaviors.

* become more skilled independent readers.

« discover which authors and writing styles they like.
« be motivated to read on their own.

« have fun!

Choose books kindergarieners and
primary school children Hike

+ Children are becoming independent readers. Read
easy readers that they can reread on their own.

« Children are expanding their language skills, vocabu-
lary, and attention spans. Read chapter books with
developed characters, plot twists, and descriptive
language.

« Children are learning to monitor their own behavior.
Read longer picture books and chapter books with
messages about how to handle problems and cope
with difficulties.

+ Children are curious about the world beyond their
immediate experiences. Read information books on
topics related to their interests.

+ Children sometimes identify with characters and
situations. Read series books featuring the same
characters having new experiences.

+ Children begin to pay attention to current events.
Read junior versions of popular magazines, such as

Sports lustrated for Kids, and topical magazines
written for children, such as Ranger Rick.

+ Children develop special interests, preferred types of
bocks, and favorite authors. Read some books that
match the child’s preferences—mysteries, science
fiction, adventure stories, anything by Lemony
Snicket—and some you love that will introduce some-
thing or someone new.

Try these ideas

« Use the tips for younger children that are also appro-

priate for this age group.

- Set the stage before you begin reading. Discuss what
you read yesterday and what might happen next.

« Defer questions until after you finish reading—unless
the answer is critical to understanding what's happen-

ing. Asking children to hold their questions helps them

get fully engaged in listening to a story.

Summarize, adapt, or skip parts of books that are too
far above a child’s level of understanding.

* Relate a book you are reading to one read in the
past. Talk about how they are alike and how they differ.

+ Ask a child to imagine what he or she mightdo in a
situation similar to that faced by a character.

» Provide materials and activities that let children
expand their understanding of a character, historical
event, or situation.

« Talk about what you have read. Books often evoke
strong feelings that need to be shared. Offer your own
reactions and invite a child to do the same.

+ Stop reading the book at a suspenseful point so
children will be eager for tomorrow’s read-aloud time.

© Reading Is Fundamental, Inc. Reprinted with permission from
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Nanate (/donate)

Qrder (lorder-formsl

http://readtothem.org/programs/one-school-one-book/benefits/

One School, One Book
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-
school-one-book/)

Our Books
(http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-

school-one-book/books/)

Get Started
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-

school-one-book/get-started/)

Utilize Title 1
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-
school-one-book/utilize-title-1/)

Benefits
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-

school-one-book/benefits/

Model Schools
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-
school-one-book/model-schools/)

Participating Schools
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-

school-one-book/schools/)

Read Across America
http:/readtothem.org/programs/one-
school-one-book/read-across-
america/)

Benefits - Read 1o Them

Read To Them

1]

Benefits

The benefits of reading aloud are remarkable. Studies have shown that reading to children
helps them to listen better and longer, to build bigger vocabularies, to understand concepts
better, to feel positive about both books and learning - and much more.

When an entire school reads the same book, the buzz and excitement around the book
augments these benefits. Reading a book together brings the added joy of building and
expanding a sense of community among students, parents, teachers, and staff - and
beyond. In some schools, bus drivers and custodial and cafeteria staff clamor to be
included. And when a library or church or community group or commercial donor becomes
involved, that sense of fostered community is exponential.

The effort and expense required for such a tremendous experience are modest, especially
when compared to the return. The cost for books and program materials depends on the
size of the school, and many schools can offset or cover that expense through grants or
donations. Your school will embrace a month of One School, One Book activities, which will
enhance each school day and enrich month you spend with each book. One School, One
Book can also be easily refined, modified, and tailored to fit each school’s environment,
needs, and capabilities. Most schools have such a successful experience with One School,
One Book that it becomes an annual part of their curriculum, and children and families look

forward to it each year with eager anticipation.

Send an e-mail to programs@readtothem.org (mailto:programs@readtothem.org) to find

out more.



11/29/2016 Benetits - Read 10 Them

Contact Us

9 2201 West Broad St., Suite 206
Richmond, VA 23220
(https:/www.google.com/maps/place/2201+W+Broad+5t+%23206.+Richmond +VA+23220/@37.5578698,-77.4653196.17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x¢

(" 804.367.3195 (tel:8043673195)
=] 804.367.3434

Program rograms

One School, One Book (/programs/one-school-one-book/
One District, One Book (/programs/one-district-one-book

Texas Reads One Book (/programs/texas-reads-one-book

Get Info

About (/about/)
Contact (/contact/)

Resources (/resources

Why (/wh

© 2016 Read to Them®
L ) (https:/twitter.com/1schoollbook) f (https:/www.facebook.com/ReadToThem/)

http://readtothem org/programs/one-school-one-book/benefits/ 2/2
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11/10/2016 shopping cart at Lakeshore Learning

search

Welcome, Rachel (sign out) | my account | store locator | our blog | gifts | quick order

shopping cart

item price quantity total

At-Your-Seat Storage Sack - Set of 10
ftem# J1119X $99.50 1 $99.50

subtotal $99.50

SAVES50%

coupon code

(one per order)

You may also like

Don’t Let the Bugs
Fallt Game

Projector
customer support our company hear from us
contact us i careers Sign up for special offers and news sent directly to y
FAQs gift cards our story
Lakeshore catalogs wish list newsroom enter your e-mail address
credit application popular searches site map
feedback eProcurement responsible manufacturing Sign up for exclusive text offers and deals
e-mail preferences GSA customers partnerships
product safety Digital Learning sign-in UPDATED priv olicy | children’s priv li

Vi aye L ID)

©2016 Lakeshore Learning Materials. All rights reserved.

http://www lakeshorelearning com/shopping_cart/shopping_cart jsp? ASSORTMENT%3C%3East_id=1408474395181113&bmForm=update_shopping_cart&bmForm... 1/1
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Teacher requesting philanthropy grant: Renee LC bfq \AQ G‘o(\(\ proc‘iq nt c,")
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Blythe Park PTA’s
Philanthropy Grant Application

Teacher requesting philanthropy grant: E ’Qg Qﬂ‘ K .’Ai

Date of Request: Ik 2-1Le

Requested Item/s or Service or Learning Experience:

Portaldl«  Basketball  Syskms (2 of them)

This request will provide for grade/s: A L

The requested item will provide for students yearly : /

OR

This requested item will provide as a one-time use:

AW o3
j o>
Approximate Cost (range with shipping included) of item: ;)_ !’) y (@) ‘\‘J-\ ’(.w“

Please describe how this item/service will provide and benefit students: r’)
()\

dieks en playtasketball T e

Prormotes doamwomn. + sperts manshpy,
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All =

Hello, Rachel 2
Browsing History ~  Rachel's Amazon.com Today's Deals Your Account + Prime Lists « Cart
Checkout is a Breeze with Easier Rewards N
Set your Shop with Points credit card to automatically apply et s ot Subtotal (2 items): $198.00
el rewards preferences
available rewards when you checkout e Proceed to checkout
Learn More

or

ShopplnCL&I\ /g‘w Sign in to turn on 1-Click ordering.
Price

Lifetime 1221 Pro Court Height $99.00 2

Adjustable Portable Basketball

System, 44 Inch Backboard by Lifetime

In Stock

. For Rachel's Wish List

FREE Shipping for Prime members Details

Gift options not available. Learn more

Quantity

shipping and tax

Frequently Bought With Lifetime 1221 Pro
Court Height Mijustable Portable
Basketball 8ystem, 44 Inch Backboard

Delete Save for later Spalding NBA Street. ..

2,268

$10.39
['Add to Can |

e Subtotal (2 items): $198.00

e



